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NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS ^ 

"The purpose of the Center shall be to collect and disseminate statistics and other d^a related to education 

m the' United States and in other nations. The Center shall coUect/coUate, and from time to time* report 

full and cxjmplete statistics on the cohditions of education in the United States* coAduct and publish reports 
on specialized analyses of the meaning and significance of such statistics; , ... ana review and reporTt^iCeduca-,^ 
tion activities in foreign countries.*" — Section 406 (b) of the General Education Provisions Act, as am^nded^ 
(20U.S,C. 1221e-l). . ' 
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* FOREWORD . ^ 

» - » ■ 

Tbis publication reports fiscal year 1977-1978 program and plans for the National Center for'-Ecfucation 
Statistics (NCES). NCES collects data which portray the condition of education in the United States and abroad, • 
analyaetand reports the meaning of such data, and assists State and local education agencies in devising 'and' 
supporting standardized statistical systems. NCES also reviews the data-coUection activities' in the'Education 
Division to redycc respondent burden by eliminating excessive detail and redundancy.. 

K,^Tc? "^^^ pattern: (a) a section' entitled "NCES PoUcies, Procedures, and Processes" summarizes 

NCES response to Us legislative mission and spcaal mandates and (b) two sections de-^scribe the NCES program in 
terms of statistical services and education statistics Statistical services ekcompate three major service-oriented 
programs assistance to State, local,' and.other agencies and institutions, spJhal analyses of ^!,pa^ daU anTSe - 
^ "TI systems - Education statistics include data collected from surveys of oarticipants 

in education activities and from {restitutions and State and Ibcal education agencies. ^aniupanis 
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INTRODUCTiaN 



The National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES> IS a statistical agency withm the Education 
Division of the U.S Department of Health, 
EJucation/and Welfare. NCES is otie^of five general ' 
purpose statistical agencies within the Federal statis- 
ticai system charged with providing timely and 
accurate data for management and decision-making 
at - Federal, State^ and local government levels • as 
shown in the table below. • ^ 

The Center was designated- as part of the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary - for Education by the 
Education Amendments of 1974 (Pubhc Law 
93-380), wJiich added Section 406 to Part A of the 
General Education Provisions Act The amend meJit 
expanded the Center's nussioa to include four 
principal mandates by specifying that NCES Shall 

f 

, "{\) collecf, and from^^time to time, report full' 
and complete statistics on the condit^n of 
education in tlie United States, 

(2) conduct and publish reports on specialized 
analyses of the meaning and significance of 
Mich statistics, 

(3) assist State and local educational agenaes in 
improving^ apd automating their statistical 
and data-collection activities, 

(4) review aiyj report on educational activities 
m foreign countries " 



. The Education Amendments of 197$ (Public Law 
94-482) assignee^ NCES a fif^ mandate: 

... ' ; 

"(5) conduct a continuing survey 'of institutions 
of higher education and local educational agenaes 

*to determine the demand for, and the availabikty* 
of, quahfied teachers and administrative personifcl, 
firpecially in critical areas within education which 
are developmg or are likely to develop, ^nd assess 
the extent to which programs administered •«! the 
Edivcation Diyision are helpmg to. me^t the needs 
identified as a result of such Qontinuing survey/' 

* 

The legislation furfher specified that NCES* National 
Advisory Council on Education . Statistics report 
ahnu^lly to the Congress on areas of need for quali- 
fied 'personnel and make recommendations with 
respect to addressing those needs. 

The legislation also directed NCES to develop with 
the (Xfice of Education mformation elements and 
uniform definitions for a national vocational educa- 
tion data ^reporting .and accounting system, **This 
system shall include information . . , on vocational - 
students- (including information^^ on their race and 
sex), programs, program completers and leavers. Staff, 
facihties, and' expenditures '' The Center is responsi- 
ble for estabhshmg and mamtainmg the mformation 
system. ' \ 



Federal Statistical System 



Executive Office of the 
President 
Office of Management and Budget 
Statistical Pohcy Division . 
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Statistical Reportmg 

Service 
(Dcpt of Agriculture) 



Bureau of 

Labor 
Statistics 



Bureau of 
the 

Census 



National Center 
for^iealth v 

Statistics 



National Center 
for Education 
Statistics 
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Thc^Edupation Amchdments of-#ft7 6 amended 
Scc^on 406 of the Gepcral Education Provisions Act 
by re^ufring coordination of . . the collection of 
information and data acquisition activities of the. 
Education Division and the Office for Civil Rights'-* " 
to eliminate excessive detail and unnecessary or 
redundant information requests. The re§pon|ibility. 

•for directing the 'review and coordmation was 
delegated to the Administrator of NCES. Other 

.responsibilities, delegated to the Administrator 
under this section inglude assistmg the Education 
Division and the Office for Civil Jlights to prepare 
the justification for information requests; receiving 
comments on the information requests from prospec- 



"tive respondent education agencies or Ihstitutions; 
preparing summaries of collected information insofar 
as practicable, and developing a common set of 
definitions and terms. The Commissioner of Edu- 
cation was directed to report^on the progress of these 
activities in the annual report to the Congress. 

The following rfeport oh NCES program activities 
and plansTor fiscal years 1977 and 1978 presents first 
an ovcrviews)f the^polides, procedures, and processes 
developed to implement t^tES progr^mftatic 
responsibilities and goais. The overvifc\^iis followed by 
a description of the program for fiscal year 1977 and 
plans for fiscal year 1978. The report concludes with 
a summary of thc-everall program costs. . ' \ 
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NCES POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND PROCESSES 



Mission and Objectives 

.The i^ational Center foj Education Statistics is thl^'^ 
primary Federal agency responsible for the collection, 
processing, storage, interpretation, Reporting, and,dis- 
semination of sjatisti^s about educaMon. NCES takes 
leadership among Federal agencies for implementing 
a statistical program which en(^ompasses a basic core 
of comparable education data for monitoring trends 
an<J which provides users with QDpventent access to 
data. The Center reviews and assembles data from 
many sources to report annually to the Congress on 
*the condition of education and to provide informa- - 
tion to the education community. 

The National Center for Education Statistics, as 
the sole agency charged with producing general' 
purpose education statistics, is confronted by meeting 
with limited resources the needs of many actual and ^ 
prospective user groups. Therefore, the 'establishment ^ 
of pro-am prJorities is of critical importance. The 
Center concentrates its efforts on addressing the 
Congressional mandates. ' ^ 

To be useful to pohcy makers, a statistical data 
core must be predica^d upoi^ a strong and positive 
relationship^ between tljOse who need and^those who 
provide the data. Therefore, the NCES program 
focuses on estabhshing those statistical services neces- 
sary, to collect comparable and timely education 
statistics that are relevant, comprehensiyp, apd useful 
but not overly burdensome to tl^ose who provide the 
data. 

NCES'pohaes, procedures, and processes are based 
on the foHowing objectives: 

- to maintam a parsimonious dafa^cquisition pro- 
gram by collecting data not available elsewhere 
and by utilizing existing survey systems, such as 
the cunent population survey of the Bureau of 

. ' the Census; 

- to strengthen -^e Federal, State, and local 
cooperative data-acquisition system in ordeTto 
develop and maint^n co^jiparable, basic data 
cores at all levels ofeducatiqn ; 



< to make, acquisition, analysis, and dissemination 
more efficient and useful by increasing technical 
assistance to State and local agencies and institu- 
tions; 

- to expand capadty to analyze existing data base& 
and t6 develop the methodological tools through 
which data are transformed into information for 

•policy use; |nd ' ^ 

- to disseminate data quickly and in a variety of 
print and non^print j modes such as computer 
tapes, on-line computdjyerminal access, espe- 
cially prepared tabiriatiow, and microform pip- 



' ducts. 



In addition to the specific programmatic efforts 
developed to meet fJCES' mission and objectives,- 
there are a variety of auxiliary activities, some^of 
*»which are described below. ^ 



Prograhl Redesign and*Reorganizatioii 

, During fiscal year 19T6, the NCES pf-bgram was 
redesigned and the Center was reorganized effective 
January 17,' 1977 (see appendix A). The new pro- 
gram design encompasses the range' of statistical 
services neaessary to support aftd enhance the formu- 
lation of educational policy. It emphasizes ^both 
development of comparable and Hmcly baseline and 
trend data required for policymaking and the pro- 
viyoa. of s'tatisticaj serviced ne^ssary for effective 
utihzation of the data. Services include improving 
the capacity of statistical systems to -supply com- 
parable and timely data, de^loping analytical tools 
through which data are transformed into-information 
for policy use, an^ increasing the accessibility and 
speeding the flow of information to many git>ups 
. of users. 

The NCES reorganiation implements the program 
design and consolid^es related functions, utilizing ' 
the following rationale-. 

1. Centralization of areas of co||0m that^lnpact 
on the sanic sets of institutional record systems 
aAd data sources. * 
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2. integration of all aspects of a policy area. ; \ Educatkm^impchwer ^ * . 

3. Complete project accouptabllfty, ♦ , . * ' ' . 
-4. Attention to the-Cente?^ in^nkate for analysis: / J V The -Congressional mandate requires a continuing 
5. Centralization of diWlPniiiatibn aceiWtiei., / , ♦^survey of *e4ucationaLpers<)nnel supply and .demand.^ 

N(5ES-4ata-cpUection activititvs have hig^j^liglhed an 
bversupi^iy oC beginniisg teachers. The data -collection 



* To, carry out these prindpfes, i)r<3i^*thsjrff^Ut#k> 
the elementary-sccondfiry schools ^e groopfeMii one' 
division and those affecting postsccondary inslitu-^ 
tions in another. In multilevel areas where well* 
definea separation is iitipossibte (e.g., learning ^ 
resources), sp«aal care has been taken to specify 
coordmation among those areas. The EHvisions of 
Elementary-Secondary Education and Post secondary 
Education integrate (a) data design and development 
of standard definitions, (b) institutional survey 
activities, (c) population or target gro,u|f surveys, and « 
♦(d) secondary analysis. For multilevel^studi^s, the 
entire span of activity is confined within each branch. 
Project accountability eliminates parallel efforts on 
the same problem and clearly spells out areas of total 
responsibility. The first level of responsibility is detl& 
mined by the scopr of the effort (e.g., elementary- 
secondary, post-secondary, multilevel), and the 
branches within ^ach division are Based on the 
particular^ function involved nppfe., systems d^ign, 
data icquisition^nd analysis).* ^ ^ 

In the new orgamaation, the analysis function is 
emphasized throughout the Center. Greater responsi- 
bility is placed on the survey process to produce 
analysis that transcends basic reportmg requirements. 
Analysis activities are supported by a new position of ' ' 
Assistant Administrator Jor Research ar^d Analysis, 
with primary function of^developing improved statis- 
tical mbthbds arid techniques jnd closely monitoring / 
analysis activities and statistical methods.- ^ 

The "Division of Statistical Services is focusing .on 
making data available on a timely bksis, reevaluatmg , 
the publications program, and increasing efforts to 
make studies and survey data available through com- 
puter tapes, microfiche, nqpnographs, and special 
tabulations. The Fast Response Survey System and 
the' Statistical hRformatibn Branch (formerly known 
as Reference, .Estimates, and Ptojections) proviA 
tailored data to address policy issues and answer 
spe^fic questions. ^ 

19^6 Mandates ^ 

This action desaibes NCES* response to the 
special nuuhU^^s^ of the .Education Amendm^jits of 
1976 to conduct a continuing surviy of the supply n 
and 'demand of education personnel, to develop ^ 
national vocatibh&l-education data-reporting ' and ^ 
•accountmg sy^em, and to coordinate information 
and da^a-coUc^ion activities of the Education 
Division (NCES, OE, NIE) and the Office for Civil 
Rights, 



program begun in the^arly 1970's wiU continue,' 
using data from two studies of teacher supply: 
^ (1) th^ survey of 1975-76 teacher trainees in institi^- 
tions with teacher-training programs, Vhich provides 
4%ta on .pr'bspe^tiVe , teachers the pipeline, ^d 
(£) the purvey of repent cillege graduates, which 
pFQvfties^lata on the numb|r^of 1974-75 graduates-^ 
by field of traming and teaching assignment--who 
are prepared to teach, certified 'to 'teach, and 
employed as teachers m 197^77. Plans for fiscal 
ye^ 1978 include a, study of teacher supply and ^ 
^feasibility, .study of the reserve supply . (persons 
qualified to te^ch but not teaching) « 

In response to the maj;idate of thfi Educatio'n^ 
Jl|||[ne1idn\ents of 1976, surveys of teacher demand^ 
i have been added toihe program. Ii^fiscal ye^rs 1977 
^and 197^data on the number of newly hired 
;^eachers by teachiqg^assignment will be collected and 
'analyzed, and, a report prepared A survey wiU also be 
designed ^o collect Sdata on the number of positions 
filled by less than fully qualified personnelTlinfflled 
positions, and teachers leaving the profession. 

I ' 

National Vocationai Education Data' System ^ 

^ Pata Information System - N,CES is mandated to 
^'^design a national vocational education uiformation 
systein to include, data on students, prografns, pro- 
gram completers and leavers, staff, fadlities, and 
^penditures.' ^The system will be compatible -as 
\much as possible jvith the occupational mformation 
system being establisfied by the* National Occupa- 
tional Information Coordinating . Committee 
described below. NCES and rejwescntatives from* 
Other Federal agencies. State education agencies, and 
profcssidpal assoaations are identifying and receiving 
data elements Tluring 1977 iifpreparation for sub- 
rhitting a revised plan to the Office of Management 
and Budget. Training sessions fpr State represeJita- 
tiv^ on use of the"system will b^ scheduled following 
approval of the plan. The system will be implemented 
in 1978. 

State ^oQowui^ Studies The Commissioner of 
Education is directed by the Educational ^mend- 
ments of 1976 to evaluate vocational education 
programs. NCES will provide technical expertise* to 
the ' States to help **them determine the extent^to 
which program egmpleters and leavers find employ- 
ment in X>ccupat^ons relate^, to their tcainin^ and the 
extent to which' program completers anc^ leavers '^e 



considered by thpir employers to be well Jroinetl and 
prepared for'employment. The design and qonduct of 
the studies are being undertaken in 1977 and 1978. 
^ The reports will be prepared in 1 979 • 

Nationul Occupationtl Information Coordinating 
Committee The Committee composed • of the 
Comnussidner of Educatioa, the Administrator of 
'^ICES'^the Commissioner of Labor Statistics, and the 
Assistant Secretary for Employment and Training is 
charged with (1) improving comihunicatiort and 
coordination among administrators and planners of 
.programs authonzed by the ^ocationaLEducation 
Act of 1963, *as anitnded, arfd the Comprehensive 
' Employment ^and Trainmg Act"". (2) estabhshing an 
occupational information systejji to meet the needs, 
of vocatimial^ education progranis^ and erpployment" 
and training programs at the national, State, arfd local 
levels, and (3) assisting States m estSbhshing.^ccupa- 
tional information coordinating committees 



' Coordination and Review of Data-Aequsitior^ 
Activities 



The Assistant Secretary for Education^ established , 
the Education Data-Acquisition Cdyncil (EDAC) in 
1975 to ensure' that all data-ac^tftition activities 
withm the Educatioii Division are adequately justified 
and coordmated The Educatiqp Amendments of 

'^i'*' 1976 provide a firm legal underpinning for- the 
Councri and extend its spope to ' include the 
education-related^ activities >CLthe cTffice for C ml 
Rights ^ ^ 

' ' During fiscal years 1977 and 1978, EDAC will 
revise its charter to conform i6 the new law and will* 

^ automate the annual inventory of data-acquisition 
activities within the Education Division^ and the C 
^Offic^ for Civol Rights The NCES Administratpr, 
• acting under the new provisions, will develop guide- 
hnes*for these agencies in preRnng data summaries 
for the*edu^at;on comitiunity' ^Qd' the public, and 
will expand, Ve^urces permitting, NCES efforts rto ^ 
st«f»dardi2e definitions and terms used - in education 
d'jfcta-acqmsition. activities artd to provide technical 
assistinte m developing data-acqufsition activities^ 
^ jfca t meet tJie requited I^gaf! criteria. Under proce? 

^ wkcs estabhshed by the Couaciltea<:h data-acqiastron 
activity fs rev^wed to determine whether it is 
ncccssai^ and not ex^cessively burdensome. 



Advisory Council on Education Statistics^ 
on 406 of the General Education Prpurisions 



Act, as amended by the Education A|pendmcnts oT 
1974 (Public Law 93-380), directe^d establishment of 
an Advisory Council to advise and counsel the Cerlter, 
.The Council, composied^of public ai^d Federal repre- 
sentatives, reviews the Center's polici^ and, sets 
standards. to ensure the ^{gh quality and nonpolitical 
nature of NCES product^^nd ser^ces. In its first ^ 
annual report to Congress, the Advisory Council 
stressed the, importance of technieai assistance, 
analysis, and dissemination, as well as of improved 
coiynunication - with the Ctagress, ^densure 
responsiveness to information iieedi^Mjj^HHlrmu* * 
lation. The Center has develppe(i^^^^|Hmt will 
provide the folindatioa requited ro^^^aWig timely 
statistics to Its data users and providers, * 



Federal Jateragency Consortium of Users of 
<r Education Statistics < " 

In response to section 406(f) of the General Edu- 
cation Provisions Act, as amended by the Education 
Amendments of 1974, ivJCES estabhshed and directs 
a consortium of Federal agencies to develop a shared- 
data base fpr'eclucational statistics^ At present, the 
Federal Interagt^y Consortium of Users of Educa- 
tion Statistic^ (i)t includes representatives from more 
than /30 Federal agencies and Congressional comnilt-/ 
tee staffs>>4)lahs'to incorporate high^-demand dafa 
tapes int6 a^ centrahzed hbr^ry and eyenrtially onto 
the EDSTAT on-line ^computer ^access system. III 
197^ NC6S 'pubhshed '|he fj,rst Edition of the 
Qirec^ory of Federal Agency Education Data Tapes, 
which identifies and desmjbes education data bases 
• available op computer tap^Wrom Consortium member 
agencie^s that conduct edncati6n:relevant research 
and maintain data systems. * ' 



. I^ast-Response Survey System , ^ 

; / - 

The Fast-Response Sukj/ey System (FRS^, op^lij^T 

tional in 1976, is^ capable of Collecting and d^si^Au- ' 

nating data rapidly. Desigpea to lyo'duof nationally 

representative data within approximately 3'fh6nths, 

FRSS focuses on key, current pohcy-relatedtissues.^br 

which data are not available elsewhere. Samples hav^ 

been selected to represent the followmg educational 

sectors: local education Agenaes; elementarytsecon- 

dary schools (both public and private^, institutio'ns 

of high^ education; and noncoUegiate post secondary 

schools with occupational programs.JState education 

agencies are canvassed as a universe. Two surveys ^ 

were conducted with FRSS'. one on statewide devel- 

Qpments in j^rformancc-bascd education, the other 

i • > 



\ ■ 



on job-placemcntl services provided by school districts 
to^^liigh^ school, studehts, graduates; and dropouts, 
tii'e 'findings have been published. ; « 



Program of Administrator's FeUows 
^jpk program to promote interest in.analy^sis among 



NCES staff and pro,vide' analysis of NC5S data was 
initiated in f976. Staff members interested in con- 
ducting studies on specific topics compctJ for a 
limited number of positions as Administrator's 
Fellows. Su^ssful competitors are required to 
complete the ^alytic work within a 3-month 
period. 



Id ' 
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STATISplCAL SERVICES 



The program of the National Center for Education 
Statistics is designed to provide the r^nge of statistical 
services necessary to support and enhance the formu- 
lation o! educational policy The Center 'assumes 
responsibility <iot only for coordinating a timely and 
accurate da^ base but also for supplying* statistical 
services to ensure its utihty and juse. » 

These services include stimulating -the improve-^ 
ment of statistical systems to increase data <x)mpara- 
bility .and use, developing the analytical tools 
necessary to transform data into information for 
pohcy use, and coordinating ^nd disseminating the 
flow of inforniation to many groups of users. . 

> 

' Assistan/ce . 

The assistai\ce program supports the devclopmen,t 
and implementation '^f compatible data systennis at 
the Stat^ level. Experience indicates that tardy 
reporting and non comparable data bases among State 
systems impair analytical capacity amd delay dissemi* 
nation The program for fiscal years 1977 and 1978 
continues the Center's .effort to develop and revise 
standa'^d defiriitions and ternunology coupled, for the 
first time, .with training programs to assure Impluoen- 
tation, extends the Federal-State coordination 
activities to p6stseconciary education; and continues 
a program of selected activities to assist State and 
, local agehaes improve theu- data collection and 
reporting systems 

Assistance ejicompasses the following activities: 

Federal-State Coordination ^nd Plannmg 
Development and Implementation of Standard 

Definitions and Terminology 
National Assessjnent of Educational Progress 

Federtl-State Coordination and Planning 

NCES^ works closely with State representatives in 
cooperative ojanning of activities designed to address 
Fe'deral •TCtTuirements for timely, accuratejand com- 
parable data through meeting the expressed needs of 



the States in improving and automating their statis- 
tical and data-coUection activities., T^achieve this 
^nd, NCES' reorganization established the Federal- 
^tate Coordination Branch within ^e Di\4sion of 
Statistical Services. . ' ^ 

Elementary-Secondary Education (FY 1977-78) 

NCES and the Counal of Chief State School 
Officers* Committee on Evaluation and Information 
, .Systems (CEIS) will continue to fejnew Federal data- 
coUection activities and to identify pnonties for 
ne^r- and long-term^ assistance efforts. Fiscal year 
1977 activities .included a liaison function to inform 
States of the data required by the Education Division 
in adnunistenng federally iegislated programs. 

Through a State-level information and personnel 
exchange, NCES^ encourages exchange of technical 

* tools and expertise. A CEIS survey conducted under 
the information exchange* identified %nd made avail- 
able to the States various developments in statistical 
and automated informatfon 'systems the 'Jsersonnel 
exchange "sponsors on-site assistance and ^Srorkshop 
activities that focus on developments identified in the 

* information exchange 

An annual seminar pro-am for State penonnel on 
improving' data production and data utibzation selects 
topics by\nalyzmg the data reported in the informa- 
'tion exchange survey ^ 



3tate Capacity Building 

NCES IS initiating x program |o accelerate the 
development of compatible State statistical systei^s 
and to help State and local education agencies to 
improve thcs^ systems. The program will concentrate 
on upgradmg these systems through (a) installation of 
automated systems 'in' |he area^Sof finance, personnel, 
pupils, facilities, and ^curriculum, and (b) improve- 
ment of SEA adnunistk'ation and management of data 
systems through sucjb activities as development of 
S^ate plans for systems automation and improve- 
ment, installation o|f, periodic evaluations of the 



systems, and implementation of NCES handbooks of 
standard terminology ^ 

' ^ Activi4|^in FY 1977 - NCES is developing program 
guidelines with assistance from tbe State representa- 
tive groups. The J 97 6 formation exchange survey 
assessment of the stat^is and' needs of State statistical 
and automated information systems is being utj^zed 
in developing these capacity building projects* 

Pltns for f Y 1978 - NCES will enter into agreements 
with State education ageneies to improve and auto- 
mate their statistical and inform'ation systems Two 
types of awards may be made Special Purpose - 
Low-cost, one-time awards, not to exceerd. 1 year,4o. 
concentrate on si/ch projects as the dev«Jopment of ' 
3- to 5-year State plans tor data systems or the 
automation of a specific data reporting module, and 
^Implement^on Projects • Vligher cost awardtfv one 
• i year, with tfte optian^to renew over a to SJpear' 

« . period, to implement State plans ;o build ^tate 

V statisticdl/data system capacities 

Postsecondary Education^(FY 1977-78) 

Cooperation between [sfCHS and the Council of 
* Chief State School Officers at the elementary and 
secondary school level has provided the model for'^ 
network in postsecondary education Through, the 
^ State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) 

and '1202 * Commission members, an org»iH*ation of 
^ State postsecondary educatfon officials tjo foster 

^ ^ Federal-State cooperation and planning ttas been 
established Tbis organization, to avoid \ndreasing 
respondent burden, is buiiding upon existing ex^r- 
tise at the State level to help'States m6et marAement 
and j^lanning requirements for postse^ndai^ educa- 
tion in concert with Federal data requirements 

Development and Implementation of Standard ^ - 
Definitions and Terminology (FY 1977-78) 

The handbooks and manuals of standard defini- 
tions and -terminology, which are developed in 
cooperation with" educational (Organizations and 
agencies, contribute both to the improvement of 
State and local data^systems and to the umformity of 
^ . administrative statistical reporting Nf ES promotes 

f * the handbooks and design of accounting systems 
based on the handbooks througli ,trainuig materials 
and workshops for State^ local, and institutional 
personnel NCES is.. accelerating the usc^f hand- 
books by concentrated efforts to-dervelop training 
materials and conduct workshops in FYM977 wliich 
apply the standard definitions cpntairfW *in the, 
elementaiV-secondary^chool finance handbook to 
y financial accounting systems in State andylocal 

school systems. The workshops, several days in 
• • - , 

ERJC . ' 4- / 



duration, are to be, training experiences concentrated 

" " not only oa application of Revised Handbook II but 
on facilitatmg data- acquisition for the elementary- • 
secondary data core program In FY 1978, training 

. will be, extended to application of standard termi- 
nology and -classification to areas of pupil, staff;. and 

^ faality accounting. 
^ In the postsecondary sector, there are training 
programs to apply the Higher Education Fmance 
Manual to State reporting systems This effort will 

^ continue in FY 1978 augmented.by training materials 
and rworkshops to assist States, institutions, and asso- 
ciations in adopting th^. Higher Education Finance 
ManuaT' , 'JS^' 

^ Fiscal year 1977 wilf see completioYi of the Post- 
secondary Student Terminology Manual and the 
Revised Property AccouiUing Handbook for 
Elementary-Secondary Ldlication and field testing of 
the Handbook on Community Information to assist 
L^A efforts to idehtify^and incorporate community ' 
characteristics -data into school system files The 
development of a .Taxonom/ of Subiect 'Matter for- 
all levels of education will proceed and the initial 
draft of a-Handbook on Adult and Continuing Educa- 
tion will be completed , - > 

A shelf of Handbooks in "the State Educational 
Records and Reports series required a Ccmbinec^ 
Tilossary Published in 1974, the Combined Glossary 
IS now being updated and Jfi fiscaf year 1978 NCES 
plans to transfer the glossary to computer tape and ' 
keep the coroputer tape ^^^ent.- 

Natioital' Assessment of 'Educational Progr^ 
(FY 1977.78) , 

/ TJie National 'Assessment of Education Progress 
fNAEP) IS an annlial suKvey of the knowledge, skills, 
understandings, and attitudes t)f young Americans, 
which includes' seven learning areas. The survey is 
now in its 8th year, and requests for assistance from 
State and local educajtipn agencies are increasing. 
Assistance activities' range froni exploratory and'N 
planning sessions with State and local ed'ucation 
officials, governors, arid legislators ' to proYidiilJ 
techmcaUassistancc 'and speaal materials for Stat^^ 
and locaf use. To assist State and local c4ticati9n ' 
agencies interested in comparing thcu student per- 
formance with NAEP's national and Tegionaj^ 
'results, NAEP js exploring such options as deriv^^ 
^stimate? or ''profiles" drawn from its data so that 
SEA'S and LEA's can compare their own assessment 
results wffh a similarly constituted State of locality . 

^ . ' Analysis - ^ 

' • ' i 

' I Analytical studies enhance the usefulness of 
information m several ways They enable grange to 
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be assessed more accurately, provide insights info the 
significance of da*ta through the apphcation * 6f 
statistical techniques, and describe more fully the 
education enterprise and its impact on participants 
by incorporatmg demographic, social, and^economic 
data 

N'CES plans include expansion of ihe analysis 
function (3* major consideration in the reorganization 
of NCES) 'Lmlcages between analysis and the data 
bases for elementary-secondary and postsecondary 
education were built ihto the^ organization at every 
le\el In fiscal years 1977 and 1978, analysis studies 
focus on 

Methodological Developments 

.{'(^ucational Target Groups 

Trends in Education . 

I 

Methodological Developments ^ 

These provide the means for marking data compara- 
ble from several bases and for estabhshing indices for 
mterprehve analysis The studies in this area include 

Census Data by Schoot* Dstrict 
Indicates of Jneq^uality of Educational 
» Op^Ptunity 

Measures of Educational Outcomes in Industrial ' 

Nations ' ' 
Statistical Analysis Group in Education 
Synthetic tstimation of the Number of-Spanish-^ 

Language Children 

» ' ' ' ' 

Census Data School District 

NCES has developed an updated School District 
Reference Tape for aggregating, at the school district 
level, social and economic data from the 1970 census 
of parpula-tion and housing This updating reflects the 
more ilmn 1 .000 cqnsohdations and other chaJB|s in 
school distrtct boundaries that have occurredlffom 
. 1970 to 1974 Statishcs from thK update wilJ benefit 
target populations by improved allocation and tar- 
geting of funds For example, data on the number of 
childr^II^below the poverty level will be helpful to 
•ES^' title r mana'ge'rs and State coordinators in 
' /flaking subcounty allocations, data on low-education 
^attainment will contribute, to the Adult Basic EM uca^ 
tiQn Program, indw^atistics on occupations and 
vocational training vCi^id the Career and Vocational 
Education Programs as w'ell as the newly formed 
O'ccupatlona^ P4anning Unit in the Bureau of Occupa- 
tion^ ^nd Adult Education , ^ 

Activities in FY 1977 -'fhe sthool district reference 



tape was revised to reflect district boimdary changes 
betwedn 1970 and 1974, Census data are being retab- 
uiated according to the revised reference tape and 
entered. into the EDST^T on-hne autonwted access 
system A modest stSdy* of sQUices of error is being 
conducted - 

Plans for FY 1978 - A design study wili developpro- 
diiction and quahty control SE>ecifications for 
firoducing a school district reference tape for the 
1980 decennial census * 

Indicators of Inequality of Educational Opportunity 

I his ' exploratory study has the following objgc- 
. tives provide Federal planners and managers with, 
new information about the actual and potential 'uses - 
of^ndrcators of inequality of educational opportunity- 
^ at the elementar>'-secondary level improve under- 
standing of the concepts of mequalit> of educational 
opportunit>, define a ^et of indicators to serVe a 
range of pohcy purposes, derive these indicators from 
currintly available data and make recommendations 
for j^ICES data acquisition and analysis ^ 

Act/vities in FY 1977 - An analysis of previously 
collected data from 4,900 school districts on the 
1*^0 census/ELSF.GIS dau tape wa^ completed and 
a;report is being prepared Attention is being giv^n 
to relationships between resource measures of per- 
pupil expenditures and pupil-teacher ratios am;! 
characteristics of the schooTdislricts such as income, 
race, urbanization, and abilil> to pay The role oi the 
States and tKe Federal governnjent in narrowiag 
resource disparities is being explored 

Plans for FY 1978 • The methodclog>' will be applied 
to 1974-75 data to uncover trends in resource dis- 
crepa^icies and to determine whether the indicators 
can be improved 

Measures of Educational Outcomes in In^lustiial - 
Nations 

>NCES IS mandated to review and report on educa- 
tional activities , in foreign countries Budgetary 
constraints permitted undertaking one new study in 
fiscal year 1976 The study is designed to research 
and compile data on educational outcomes in relation 
io yQuth employment in selected industHal nations. 

This study of educational outcomes a«d related 
educational experiences in the United States -and 
other industrial nation^ will suggest directions for 
NCES data collection, analysis, and presentati'<vi, The 
study will identify and compare outcome measure- 



' ments related to tbe interface between education and 
'youth employment Oobs, income, the transition frorii 

school to work,^nd career^adders), and youth unem* 

ployment 

Activities m FY 1^77 - the first pHase includes a 
Jeterminjuon ot availability and* comparability of 
djia on edgoe'tion outcomes in ^he menrber nations 
or the Orgdni^atuan of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OfcCDj with pcrlicy issues selecre(J for 
rurther examination Jriformation relating to 
guidance, vocational education, placement practices, 
apprenticeships, and other procedures durected at 
reduang youth unempldyment will* be presented in a 
report. ' * . * * 

Plans for FY 1978 • Results of the first phase. Will 
be integrated with the deliberations of a conference 
of experts to produce^a report on*such issues as the* 
effectiveness 'of education and training in reducing 
youth^inemplbymenl ^ | 



Synthetic Estinution of the Number 
of Spaniih-L«ngiu8^ Chjldreo 

, Jo meet a Congressional interest in idcntifymg 
concentrations of pnersons with limH«dEnglish- 
spcakmg ability within each State, fjCES rctjuestid 
the Bureau of'the Cens^is to develop and to evaluate 
iprocedurcs for synthetically estimating such con- 
centrations from the Sta^e-representative data of 
the BEW syyey of income arjd education (SIE) 

* Activities in'FHil977 - Census will use estimators, 
from the SIF and, apply them to the 1970 decennial 

^ censbs date for selected school districts in Texas, ^ 
CahfoVnia. and New Jersey Results pf the estima- 
tions will be tdn^pared with recent schotol district 
values Items to be Selected will be those expected 
tb be included in the 1 980 decennial census 

^ Plana for FY 1978" I'he project will be completed 



, Educational Target Grt>ups 



' V Staitsticil Analysis Group in Education 

' * NCES has contracted for\a statis^cal analysis 
'"gr_crup iJi education (SAGE) to develoji aTtd maintain 
„t<ichnicfif capabilities equaj to the stateif-the.-art of 
cojTductipg analytic. ixiquines and applying statistical 
survey mdhodology The cqntraclpr works , closely* 
With N'CtS personn^^ in' identifying* speafic 
matflodoiogic^rproblems ^s assigned 

Activities in FY 1977 - Work will*be completed on 
four'ta^ks initiated .lat-e in the previous fisdal year* 
(1) systematic/' identification of persistent technfcal 
probleftis affectmg NCES* . data-jpUection acd 
analysis activities that might b^^ worthwhile foa of 
SAGE efforts rin subs^uent y^ar#^ the contract, 
'C2) optinjization of .the effectiveness of foUowup 
research by devek>pini^''te^ni\^u£ir'for''copiiig with 
nbnresp4nsc bias, (3) development of a model for a 
cost of education inde?^ perimtting comparisons 
among regions and States with regard to education 
outlays by eqnafing diffeTentiaP costs of^ providm^' 
goods and services^ and (4) develppment of^ysten^ 
atic procc4ures for solving th^/ problems of file 
incompatibility when attempting to'' merge large 
data bases 

?Un for FY 1978 -.Reports and pubhcations stem- 
ming .from the four toks/dmcnbed above will be 
prepared and issued Based upon the results of 
Task 1 abov;e, additiorial methodologrcal tasks wfll 
be selected ky NCBS and assigned for /xecutipn in 
FY 197^ 



^ These studies include data from several sources 
for- analyzing educational^ pfpblems jelating to 
specific populations Projects mclude » 

4 

.4 Personnel Prepared to Teaqh or -Work With 
^ Persons of'Limited Engbsh-Speaking 

1 Abihtf/ 

Federal Exper^litures in Question Programs 
for Two Groups of Childrerf * . 

^LiRguistically Different Children and Adults 

-Target G^up Participatjonjn Postiecondary 
Education . • ' 

V 

/ 

PertonneT Prepare^ To teach'or Work With 
P^reon/of Limited Ei^ghah- Speaking Ability 

In support of. the Commissioner Qf Education, 
Vho will report to the Congress by February 1, 
1978, on thS condition of bilingual education in the 
Nation, NCES^is collecting and analyzing data from 
mstitutions of'hi^er education on the number of 
persons^ who are bemg teamed 'to teach or work 
with pcrsons-^f limited English -speaking ability from 
backgrounds m which Er^sh^is not the dominant 
language.^ Ijj^ addition, NfES is collecting data on 
tKe'^'nurnb^N-of employed^ elementary -secondary 
school tw^wjjs who ^ arej qu^hfied by Reason of 
language to teach children With hmited English- 
speaking ability The resultylg data base will be 
analyzed to ihdicate the c^picity of iWitutions of 



higl^education and the publi(/school systems to 
pro\^. the .needed personnel for bilingual education* 
prq^y^m^ In this way, the CommissLonei'* of Educa- 
tioiV v^ill hav^ . available data Jo*- ^ptmnend any 
comhiniiion of traming^and retriinin^t^^ams to 
erasure an ' Adequate supply of -qualified '^rsonnel 
I') v^ork in bilingual ejdu'cation programs ^ c 

Activities in FY 1977 • Data collectiofts are iji process 
' an^l preliminary analysis IS underway ^ f 

Plans for FY i9T8 - The'repJn wdl be cprapjeted 

Federal ^x|>enditure_8 in Edubatioi^JH'Qgfaiiu for 
i Two GFOups of Children • . 

This* |tudy resjiond? |o Congressional in'ierest in 
^ ascertaipmg comparative , ptogtarn^ /costs bet we,en 
blDck Federal 'did aid i^i^reVt categorical^ aid 
Prbgram costs fcfr>eligi'ble participants tn^wo'categor- 
ical prd^am classifications, economically - deprived 
^ and. hnuted' English-s^akin^ children, will be-calcu-; 

on a per-^hild l^asi^ ?s well a^s bj^ categorical* 
fprdgfani ao'^ various types of cost xrompajisons Jvviil 
be clrawn ; 'S • 'i, 

^ Participating children in the s^mple-.of the -b9V6 
HtW survey of income^and education (Sl£) are"beihg 
, dassified by .p€)vert)^♦and Tanguage, wifh appropriate 
steps' ta^en ^to rmninvze clas^ificatior\ *efrQr§f The 
• measures of poverty and Jangwage used in ^the' 1^|6 
%SIF are being reevaluated Poverty, is ^eing assessed 
\y a r^interyr^ and language by Te calibration of t^e 
AeaSure'of Ei)glish language pr9ficiftftcy TNfELP) ^ 

Activities in 1977 - Analyses of costs^ claseijica- 
tion of children and evaluation^ measures are und^r- 
w^y • ^ ^ / * . * ' . 

Plans for E Y 1^78 - The report wilj be corripletedt 

LinguistictUy Different 6Tii]dfen and Adults 

N€ES IS mandated to repon.to the Congress by • 
July l,.1977,,on the number of schpoiJagic children 
ar\d adults . wi^i' "limited /English-speaking abihty" 

Jfxom ndn-tngJisR^ language b^ckgroumjs ir) eachi^ 
State, pursuant, to Section 731(c)(JKAV of tfie 

, Bilingual Edpcatioil Act, *Titlc *VII, Elementary' 
i>nd Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended 

To assist the Congress further in its deliberations 
abotjt amehding the Bihngual Ediidhion Act, NCES 
IS broadening its-stu^y to include counts of the same 
age ^oups from each of. 18 spcdfic non-EngUsl) 
languag^^ckgrounds without, regartl" to sEjiglish 
lang^>^e prWiciency and from each of Ute corrcs- 
pprifdin^ ethnic groups. Al^o, as part of its assess- 



^ mint of the education needs of young nunonty* 
aduVs who have limited* English-speaking ability, 
NCE^M analyzing data on educational ^attainmcntj^ 
labor^fcrce, partiapation, unemployment^, and 
mconw This analysis is modeled on the speaal 
analyses of the July 19^5 suryey of languages already 

- pjipared by.N^CES." • ' ; * ' 

» It IS expected that portions of the adult data 
-•will be m eluded in the annua^f«0€rft^to thf Congress, 
submitted, by the Cpmnussionervpf Education and 
, the Secrctafy of Xabor pursuimt* to- Part J 'of "the 
Vocational Education Act, a^amcjided . ' 

/ IKCtiviti^t in 'FY 1977 - aoalyses arc underway 

finto ioi FY 1978'*- The analyses -wii; be completed 

"1. ^ T^get-Group Partkripption ii> ; . • 
• , \ PostMcoMiry Edu^tion> - 

Special analyses /of th^ , characteristics of'ypung' 
^dults ^ntia^e in postsecoivlary education, ' 

as weH a^'ofnhqisteSv^o bw^iot, have beert desired. 




Cen«u^'s.M^^i974 <:urretit popuiatioli survey .(CPS) 
•and from'"ritWs"197j6' survey ofcinconll and educa- 
tion "(S IE) 
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ACtivitiM in^FY 1977 -Tlans are being developed /o 
anafyze data, from the»(iPS,iJn the characteristics of 
studem's arttending differefift, types of 'pos|s^ondafy 
A^institutions (^versitiis, 4-year ind' 2-year colleges, 
and' vocation^l-technicaf^s^hodls), sources of finan- 
9ill'» assistance' and p^j^Jerns-of attendance (e.g., 
part- or full-time, continuous or mtcrruptedf Plans 
for the.SIE ^^alysis inclutfe examina^tion of the 
access %nd attainment of target ^oups'ui ms^it^jtions 
of higher ed\i,cation a ' Sta^e-by-^tate ^analysis * 
bf partiapitit>ft rates of jsele^ed targft groups m 
higher. . education ^in* relation to t"^e charactenstiCS 
6/ pQst secondary? e'ducatjon available wit'hm the * 
States-* S ^ 

Plana for FY 1978 ' P.rimary effort will, be plated' 
on 'ce^pleti^ig unTihished' anajy^cs and the final 
reports by the end of thfr'fiscal year 



Trends in Eifucation , ' ' ; 

■* « • » » • . • 

^ These --aiyjys^s. focus on. events over tiine vn 

relation to education; and economic and-'fiociar 

factors' ProjCOTsiinclude ^ I 



du cation/ 



Trends'in Higher Edi 

National Assessment of Edikational Progress 

(NAEP) . ft 

National Longitudinal Study (NLS) 

I ' 

"J 
Trends in Hi^fr Education 

Characteristics of Jtudefnts, faculty, and institu- 
tions, of higher education/are reported annually m 
^the data collected by thrf higher education general 
information survey (HEGSSX NCES staff are exam- 
' imng data over ^ 1 1-yeir period (1965-l>76)'for a 
' serie;? of sjudies/describirife trends in higher^ucation 
Analyses includ^ the ennbllraent of enteringfreshmen 
and Its impaction the/size and compositipn.of^'the ' 
college -studei>t population, postsecdndary enrollment 
issues, and faculty and/administrative s<aff differences 
. by sex with respect to compensation and rank 
(Recent trends are being probed to detejn;une where 
sexual inequities persist »nd where progress is befng 
made in removing mequities ) Another analysis on 
changes m higher-education enrollment, of particular 
interest to planwiers, is iMl which is focusing on the 
increased unroll*ent of raaal/ethflic nunorities and 
of womenjn higner education The characteristics of 
instit^H<ms fhat^ have enrolled women and Blacks in 
increasing numbers are being contrasted with those 
in which this has not been the^Uend^ Thus far, three 
studies have b«en published Earned Degrees Con- 
ferred Analysis of Trends. 1963-66 Through 1974- i 
75. Women's Participation in "First-Professional 
Degree Prpgrams irr Medicine, Dentistty, Veterinary 
Medicine, and Law 19j59'70 Through l974-75y and . 
Analysis of' Doctor's pegfees ^warded' to -Men and 
' Women, 1970-71 Throldgh 1974-J5 

Activities. in 1977 - The NCES postsecondary , 
Analysis staff |iS preparing a dataj)lan describing'those ^ 
aspects ' of the above tssuts that cdn be a;ialyzed 
from HEGIS data. Potential usefs and uses are being 
identified and procurements, are being prepared to 
gather^ the data for trend analftts,and for liter^ufe 
and policy reviews. When the work has been com- 
pleted, the NCES stflf will begin the data analysis 
ancj write the reports. ^ 

Plans for FY 1978 - Reports undertaken in Yls^l 
Vcar 1977 will' be Qomplefed Where appropriate, 
J'trends will be reported by sex, type of institul^>nal 
control, mstitutional level', faculty rank, length of 
service, sources and levels of institufional support; 
changes in expenditure patterns, and level of /program 
(2-ycar, 4-year), Ftirther analyses of the*HEGIS data 
will be planned. Both separately and in conjunction 
with other data bases. / . \fi ^ 



National Aii^eiit of - 
' ' Educational Progren (NAEP) - 

*NAEP collects datar'on tht edu^tional attaiijinertt ^ , 
and background of ^ young A^wridins on a recurrmg 
basis and prepares analyse^On the Relative; attain- 
meif4:s of subgroups of the p^piHation in selected 
subject areas ^'over tm\e Tffnd Analyses pinpcfint 
changes m performance by se)k, race, and such char- 
acter i^ics as geograpHic r^on, size and type of 
cdmmunity, 'and level of parif)tal education. Such 
analyses have been pubhshed for scierice, reading, 
writing, arid atizenship/socis] studies J'rimary 
analyses, which interpret the basiq findings^ will 
havi been completed for all subject areas by the end* 
o'f fiscal year 1977. 

Analyses are performed to'tJrovide uiieful in/orma- 
tion for ^curriculum development aftd_ educational 
deasionmaking. However, to enhance the utUity and 
relevance of NAEP data fpr thei* purposes, NAEP 
IS increasing lU efforts to prornot« the interpfetatioh 
of NAEP I'esults by scKolars, subject nwtter speaaP ' 
ists, and r^archers. Foilowup' studies of the useful- 
ness of NAEP fmdings to currictrtum ^development 
and decisionmaking- for educational jWbgrams are 
planned. f 

Activities in FY 77 - The follpwi^ analysis activities 
are underway ' . *l 

- Exploration of relationships Set ween ^fchool coun- > 
stling resources and performance on citreer aware- 
ness exercises; and exploration of iireer skills, ^> 
work satisfaction, and career awarenftt of out-of- 
school 17-year-olds * • 

- Expjoration of relationship of schod| Title I ^hgi- 
^ bilitj^ to j;)erfofraance oH readinif ^asse^ment; 

^^e^min^fion of relationship t)epir,een school 
reading enrichment or 4remediar program and ; 
reading performance; an^' ex^minajtion of changes 
in readmg achievement 'for groups classified 
percentage ofnon-White students in the school. 

- Developmc; strategies for analyzing^ and reporting 
the third cycle saence-change resultl 

- S^xamination of relationship of curriculunu vari- 
ables to perfprmance and c|tizenship/soda] studies 

items; and analysis of changes in political * 

edge and attitudes among various popi 
groups over the past 7 yeats. ^\ 

' * i' ' 

- Reporting of art-assessmant results' in drawii 
knowledge, and art attitudes. 
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riaiu'for FY 1978 - Reports t)h 1978 mathematics 
and 1977 saer^ce^thange d^ta will be prepared. 
Additional lnte^pretatlver reports will be made o;t 
f the 1975 art data ' . > 



^ * ^ ' ■ NitKHial Longitudinal ^tudy 

NCtS IS now in its 6th^year of a 6- to' 8-year 
Wvesti^aiion of t-he ' education, job tr^'ning, ancl^ 
vocationai historits of, a naWonaUy represemative 
sample of 22,000 young pfople The longitudmal 
study pjrovides data on the -extent to which career 
plans and aspiratio^is persist over time and are even- 
tually fulfilled or thwarted, characteristics and 
abihTOs of those ch oomng v arious Inqds of p^st- 
secondary education '*nd occupations, impact of 
FederaTfunds pn initial educational plans, per^ever- 
p.ce' of intention, and success, and the extent to. 
uhich educational experiences prepare youtti for 
work Thks study broadens the output measures 
available from NCFS studies, 'previously output 
, measures were ^imited mainly to high school and 
' postsecpndary program completions 

The inquiry' began in the spring of 1972 with a 
y6ase-year survey of the high schQol class df 1972- 
A student questionnaire, a test battery of verbal and 
jionvwbaj aptitudes^ a school questionnaii'e, a coun- 
selor questionnaire, and school records- furnished . 
data* on a* nationally representative panel of seniors 
/frqm"'a sample of 1,200 pubhe, private, and parochial 
secondary schools Representatives from educational^ 
organizations ynd thg social, sciences and many 
Federal users .of the data contributed to 'the project, 
design 

In, the f^l of ^1973. a followup survey of the 
participants in the 197 2 sa}hple obtamed information 
on their post-rhigli school educational and work 
mpctiv^e* The response rate (93 pei:cent).w|s excep- 
tionally high, considering the very mobile age group 
involved A second followup study, initiated in the' 
fall >of 1^74, also obtained a 93 ,p e'rcent^sponse 
rate Some analyses of base-year, first and second 
followup data have been completed and computer 
^^pes are a-vailabW. Among the T«ports are Changes ' 
in AttiTucjes One and OneMalf Years After Gradua- 
tion and Capsule Description of Second if%llowup 
' Survey Data - » »■ 

Activities for ,FY 1977 Federal po hey -oriented 
analyses of the longitudinal -data base, fhrougK^cond 
followup. include topics suoh as Access and Persist^ 
ence m Postsecondary Education? the Use and 
Adequacy of Student Financial Aid Programs, Transi- , 
jtion from High School to Work. Demand for Post- 
secondary Education. Effects of Secondary Educa- 
tion on Postsecondary 6c}iool Careers, Transfer 



Students in Institutions of Higher Education, and 
Withdra^val from'Institution'S of Higher Education- , 

Pluu.for FY-4*W^ the. third followup survey data 
bise wiU become available to the general public in 
the form of cbmjputeil^eiJ- data tapes. This informa- 
.tion will describe a critical transition period in the 
educational and occupational careers of many of the 
1972 high school graduates, le, many will have 
^graduated hom^ 4-year institutions ^and will be 
.pursuing a career ^working full-time), an<f/or graduatp 
wqrk Special jjurpose analyses will be conducted on 

, such topics as Pei^istence in Higher Education, 
Student Financial Aid, Transition from ''Post se^on- 

• dary 'Education to the World* of;Work, and Access 
to and Pursuit of Graduate Education - 



. , Dissemination' 

. ^ The ^insemination program, providirig direct access 
to NCES data, seeks to reduce the time lag between 
data^ collection and reporting, to increase data utiliza- 
tion through diversification of modes of access,. apd 
to provide 'speaahzed assistance to users In addition, 
the. Center ^ims to make available education data 
from varied sources ouUsde NCES, both^Federal and 
non-Federal, and with limited NCES resources to 
balance usef requirements for various products and 
slices 

Major changes inlhe NCES disscnunatiojj^program 
for fiscal years 1977 and 1978 will be ( iTaccelerated * 
avaijability of data in forms requested by users, 
(2) -reduction ^n. tljCLJumber of publi^tions hsting 
institutional data, rf^3^).a shift toother forms of' 
data ^presentation usfeful to pohcymakers. Data will 
be available through prehminary and' updated com': 
puter tapes, microfiche, and speaal tabulations, 
access* tp'data tapes will also be provided through the 
.on-line computer access system Although a number 
of publications listing mstituhonal data will be dis- 
continuejd, pubhcation.. of directories' of education 
««titutions and orgaruzations, because 9f heavy 
4emandj^ will be continued A sh^ft will be made 
ioward reports that' highlight significant trends and 
offer analytic insights The Center will coAtinue to 
provide services to users with needs for /nore detaUed 
'statistics * ^ . * 

Important ongoing disserninatjoft activities include 
an information service and ^-eparation of reports 
offering general-purpose stfitistics about ^American 
education The NCES information sepricc responds 
to approximately 1 3,000^qu^rics per year from legis- 
lators, 'government agrticies, business a?\d other 
organizatio^ts, education insTtitutiDns, and privatq 
atizens* Responses range from distribution of survey 
dffta to preparation of special estimates and projec- 
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tions for government a^enaes and departments The 
annual publication, Digest of Education Statis^tics,^ 
summarizes* many education time series and offers a 
compilation of the most current statistics concerning 
education institutions, partiapants, and finances at 
all levels The Projections of Education Statistics 
provides a coijsistent coordinated set of education 
data series projected for 10 years The annual 
(Condition of Education I'eport, submitted to the 
Congress on Marcli 1 as required by the Educatfon 
Amendments of 1 97,4, presents statistics on American 
education within a social indicators framework- - 
utilizing a graphic format supported by ipterpretive 
text~-as well as the NCES progran^ and costs for 
current and succeeding fiscal years 

Highlights of the dissemination program for fiscal 
years 1^77 aad 1978 include 

LDSTAF 

Fast Response Survey System 



^ -EDSTAT 

The ESTAl program disseminates NC^ES auto- 
mated products computer tapes, on-line computer 
terminal access, specially prepared tablations, and 
microform productSf 

All data collected by NCES are available on com- 
puter tape NCES processes approximately 4Q0 tape 
orders per year Certain data are available on either 
tape or microform 'fhe terminal-accessed system 
makes available data collected by N'CES and other 
Federal agencies The system may be interrogated, 
on-line, from rembte-access terminals in many parts 
of the country More than 50 data bases from NCES, 
Office for Cml Rights, Bureau of Postsecondary 
Education, and the Bureau of the Census are accessed 
by over 2t) .organizations from both the pubhc apd 
prjvate sectors. By means of a recently instituted 
special tabulation program, NCES can respond to 
special requests for selected data from us collection 
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prodibts may be subsets or combinations of survey- 
data files, produced on tape or in printed tabular 
form, custoTTuzed to user specifications A mailing 
label service is included 

Activities in FY 1977 • A general expansion in all 



activities IS being undertaken, with emphasi^ on 
special tabulations -and the terminal-accessed system 
Xn Ibility to Imk data bases to be developed by the 
end of the fiscal year will enable on-line terminal 
users to retrieve- data from more than one data base, 
and enhance both the terminal-accessed system and, 
the speaal tabulation service Contmuing emphasis is 
placed upon disseminating * early release'^ data 
shortly after acquisition and before an entire survey 
has been processed 

PUnsfor FY 1978^- Durmg FY 1978. NCES expects 
to cOnFibine. all its ^ata-processing activities with a 
•single computer vendor, thus enhanang all automated 
dissemination activities and significantly reducing the 
time between data coUection'and dissemination • 
Efforts will be made to improve tape documenta- 
tion and to broaden the areas from which data are 
selected for inclusion in dissemination programs 

Fist Response Survey System (FY 1977-197$) 

NCES' Fait Response Survey System (FRJS), 
providing capability for rapid data collection and 
dissemination, is, designed^to produce nationally 
representative data in appro,ximately 3 months ^nd 
focus* on curr^t policy-related issues Samples 
haVe been selected to' represent the following 
educational sectors .local educational agencies, 
elementary-secondary schools (both public' and 
private), institutions of higher education, and non- 
coUegiate postsecondary schools with occupational 
programs State education agencies are surveyed as a 
universe Two surveys- were conducted with FRSS in 
1976 one reported data from' SEAs on State>^ide 
developments in performance-based education, the 
other reported data on ^ job-placement services 
provided by school districts to high school students, 
graduates, and dropouts 

NCES offers this service to Federal education 
poiicymakers Fiffes has received support from data 
yjppliers^nd users; and thus far his involved the 
Office 4n the Assistant Secretary for Educatfon, the 
National Institute of Education, and the Department 
of Labor, as wq|^^^ State and local education 
agencies. The Cen^^Hll be able to conduct 5 such 
surveys in fiscal ye^^*77, plans fonfiscal year 1978 
will be based upon experience gained m the 2 pre^ 
ceding years 
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The NCES data-collection program represents a* 
concerted effort to structure a compreliei^ive and , 
flexible education data base and to provide users with 
(1) a sohd core- of data dehneating the essential 
features of the education enterprise in the United 
^ States and describing those who participate in the 
enterprise, and (2) a varied, deta^|d flow of informa- 
tion bearing on changing pohcy* issues 

To meet|||he requirements for providing* this 
complete database, NCES must assume responsibility 
for collecting comprehensive and useful educational 
Mata However, NCES recognizes its limitations in 
collecting all the education data that are needed. 
^ NCES collects data descriptive of educational 
^ institutions and of the individuals who partiapate in' 
their activities The Center is pfaang increasing 
emphasis on student data, whiU continuing to main- 
tain the data cores indicative of the condition of / 
P educationaJ institutions. Those data bases wilf be 
" streamlkied to focus on data -elefticn^ts closely related 
to pohcy and program requirements. 

Student Njeeds, Characteristics^^ 
^ Backgrounds, and Outcomes^ ^ 

The new program empljasis on, student $lata and 
the impact of educational experiences on students 
respond to persistent Federal concerns about match- 
ing student needs and educational services, meeting 
acceptable performance standards, and ^moving from 
education t(r work The foUc^iJjg projects reflecting 
^ this emphasis are underway : , ^ • 

Bili/igual Education 
Design of Children's Education' Survey 
Preprimary EnroUnMn-t of Children Undef'Six 
National Assessment of Educational Progress 

fNAEP) 
National Longitudinal Study ^ 
"Characteristics of Students in NonooUegiate 

* Post secondary Education 
Tai^et Group Transition 
Target Group Participation in Postsecondary 

Education 
Participatpn in Adult Education 



Btlingiul Edilcation 

To provide'^atd^ for its own mandated reports to 
the Congress and for those of the Commissioner of 
Education, NCES is completing the final surveys in 
Its Bilingual Education SurvcVs^rogram. 

Inttitutions of Higher Ed^ication (IHE)- IHE Survey: 
This survey will. provide information on the enrol^ 
ment, graduates, curricular and organ^z monal^ 
arrangements of 300 institutions of higher education 
which offer traming ui a program to enable teachers 
and mstructional personnel to serve student^ of 
limited Enghsh-s peaking ability 

Survey of Teachera* Language Skilla - This survey is 
providing national estimates of the. number oY 
elementary-secondary schooL teachers, who are 
-teaching or who have other JBgnments. but who are ' 
qualified to teach, children of limited Enghsh- 
speaking ability. 

Survey of Income and EducaUon (SIE) - The SIE, 
completed during FY '1976 by the bureau of the 
Census, provided the names and addresses of the 
Schools attended by children «ges 4-1 from mon- 
English-language b^grounds. The Bureau of the 
Census will seek written consent from a sub-sample of 
parents o^ approximately 7,000 children for release 
of their names and permission for NCES to acquire 
•^'schoof record information. (This meets the provisions 
of the Bureau of the Census confidentiality reguire- 
ment and the reqoiirements of the Family Educational 
. Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended; 
regarding the release of school records.) If sufficient 
numbers of parents agree, school data about these 
children and the services they receive ^ill be collected 
along with comprehensive assessments of t)ieir 
English-lang{iage proficiency. This project is 
coopcrativriy . funded by NCES and. the National 
Institute of Education, * ' ^ 

Plana for FY 1978 - The reports to be prepared 
are described under the Analysi* Section. 
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Design of« Children's Educition Survey 

The Children's Survey seeks a b^c and recunent 
set of data, on aspects of children's lives that alffect 
educational growth and development. The survey will 
also provide ^ vehicle, for a more extensive set of 
studies on Federal pohcy and program planning issues 
jelated, to children's education and soaal and , 
*econoTfic well-being Approximately 3 years will 
required for planning and developing the 5Cope of the 
study. 'pleasures and instruments, sample design, and 
survey costs. Consideration will also be given to the 
feasibility of including State estimates, school record 
data linkages, child a^ssment and achievement 
measures, and speaahzed population and longitudinal 
studies in related social policy areas ' 

The study deriving fr6m tfiis planning effort 
should provide national estimates of the distribution 
of a variety of education problems and handica^ps 
among school-age children and the association of the 
problems and iiandicaps with othef educational, 
social, family, and economic factors Together with 
data on the services provided by schools and by 
private and government programs, the assessment of 
inter-r«lated needs o( school-age children should be 
useful . to the Congress, to the HEW. and to other 
agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels in 
planning and assessing the adequacy of educational 
services Focusing at the policy and planning level of 
analysis, the study will identify and develop speaal 
samples, studies and supplements as required for 
policy planning ♦ ' \ 

Activities in FY 1977 • A study to determine the 
data gaps and the need for instrument review and 
development has been completed. A supplement to a 
national survey of childrep and pai-ents was developed 
coo|yjfi|hvely with a private foundation, to provide 
t^ase-line estim^s of population charactesistics and 
the level. of agreement between parents and teachers 
on bhildren's impairments and educational handicaps 

Plwis for FY 1978 - Further planning efforts will be 
undertaK^en to develop a data plan for the study, to 
examine the appropnate s&ope and magnitude of the 
proposed study, and to determine the feasibihty of 
alternative data-collection methods. Recommenda- 
tion on study feasibility, method, and scope will be 
made, ^ • 

Preprimary Enrollihcnt of Children Under Six ; 

NCES IS monitoring the increasing preprimary 
enrollment in the United States through a contract 
with the ^reau of the Census to collect data through 
its current population survey (CPS). The CPS data 



generate regional and natidnal estimates of pre- 
primary enrollment related to a number of soao- 
economic factors; age of child, rac?: region of 
country, pubhc or privatef school, metropolitan 
status, fV^ly income, occu|{i|fion amd education of 
household head, The educational community is 
concerned with the growth of partiapation in pre- 
primary education, because it changes the entering 
student ' population and has programmatic implica- 
tions which need to be examined 

.Activities in FY 1977 - The final report on the 
October 1975 3tudy is being prepa'red Planning 15 
underway for the 1977 study 

Pltns for FY 1978 - The 1977 study will be 
completed. 



Naiiontl Assessment of Educationil Progress 

The Nationa^ Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) IS an annual survey of 'the knowledge, skills, 
understandings. a;id attitudes of selected groups of 
young Americans It is the only national data base 
periodically providing a comprehensive and 
systematic accounting of national educational 
achievement and. measure of whether s^hQols are 
^meeting the needs of a modern, technological society 
iThe project focuses on two main questions: (1) What 
^is the educational attainment of various population 
groups in major school^elated subject areas? ^ 
(2) What are the' changes in attainment over time, if> 
any, in these areas? From lU inception, th^ National 
Assessment has been construed as a meaQS for 
locating areas of unequal achievement similar in 
concept to **pockets of unemployment" and has been 
providing achievemei\t data for various disadvantaged 
groups as well as for other groups In addition, NaEP 
IS bemg adapted to provide data on mastery of basic 
life skills. 

NCES contracts with the Education Comission of 
the States for the collection, analysis, and reporting 
of the achievement of a > representative national 
sample^ of 4 age groups. 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds, 
and adults (aged 26-35). Results are^ summarized 
nationally for each age group by sex, race, geographic 
region, size and type of community, and level of 
parental education. 

Baseline assessments have been Completed for 

; science, wriiHig, atizenship^ reading, literature, social 
studies, music, mathematics, art, and career and . 
occupational development^ Second assessments have 

^ been made in* science, writing, readmg, and citizen- 
ship/social studies. Sixty-seven reports on assessment 
findings have been Rublished. Thirty-five /States and 
a number of local education agencies|are using 



materials, procedures, and findings from the project 
for the conduct of their own assessments. 

Activities Jor FY 1977 - Reports are being published 
on. the changes in reading skills of 9-, 13- and 17- 
year-olds from 1971 to 1975, the jbasic triath skills 
performance of 13- and 17-year-olds (conducted in 
1975), the results of the first art assessment (1975^; 
additional results on the assessment of career and 
occupational development (1^74) and changes in, 
writing performance from 1970 to 1974; and inter- 
pretation of re'iults on the second assessment of 
citizenship/social studies performance (assessed ^ 
1P76). 

The third assessment of science and a special probe 
in basic life skills are being conducted. > 

Materials for the second assessment, of maflie- 
matics and humanities (art, music, literature) and the ' 
third assessment of writing as well as for a special 
probe m consumerism *are J?eing developed.* 

Plms for FY 1978 • The major reports to be 
published Will address changes in citizenship/social 
studies performance from 1970/1972 to 1976, trends 
in science* *achievement based on 3 assessments in 
1970. 1973 ana 1977, results of the first compre- 
hensive assessment of basic life skills, and an 
interpretation of results on the third assessment of 
science. ' ^ 

The second assessment of mathematics and a 
special probe of writing mechanics will be conducted 
for all 4 age groups Materials for writing (cycW^) 
and humanities (cyqle 2) will be prepared, and 
objectives and exercises for reading (cycle 3) and' 
career an'd occupational development^( cycle 2) will be 
developed 



Natiopal Longitudinal Study 

- The National Longitudinal Study of the High 
School Class of 1972 is in its 5th year and third 
foUowup of an investigation into the education, job 
training, and vocational histones of young people 
ylio graduated from high school in 1972. Through 
the longitudinal design, outcomes such as post- 
secondary education, job experiences, career 
orientation, and socioeconomic status are related to 
family background, educational attainment, early Job 
experiences, aspirations, and attitudes. The study 
provides «a contmously updated data base to assist 
decisionmakers in developing legislation and programs 
to help studenta^fuifill their educational objectives. 

Activities in FY 1977 - The NLS, third followup 
survey was intiated in October 1976, with a mailmg 



of the questionnaire to 21 ,800 potential respondents. 
Third followiy) survey data will be collecteii, edited, 
/and develop>ed into a usable computerized data base 
pieparatory^to the initiation of analytical operations. 

Plans for FY 1978 - The third followup survey data 
will become Available to the ge^ieral public in the 
form of computerized data tapes. 

Preparjation will be made for the fourth followup. 
field test which is to take place in* 1978. The field 
testing of approximatefy 900 high school graduates 
of th^ class of 1971 --the* field test group since the 
beginning of the project- -will be conducted in 
preparation for the fourth followup survey of the 
high school class of 1972 in 1979 



Characteristics of Students in NoncoUegiate 
Postsecondary Schools 

IslCES, for the first^time, is surveying a sample 9f 
students enrolled in noncollegiate postsecondary 
schools to determine students' perceptions of theu 
occupational training experiences. Student profiles 
will be derived from data on student and parental 
educational background, sex/raaal/ethnic group, 
military , status, work experience, past and current 
occupational training experiences, reasons for 
selecting the program, and career plans. 



Activities in FY 1977 

administered. 



The survey is bemg 



Plans for FY 1978 - The report will be completed. 

> 

Target Group Transition 

Evidence indicates that groups such as the eco- 
nomically deprived, women, and racial/ethnic minor- 
ities are ^ess*likely to complete secondary school and 
to pufsue pbstsecondary education. Since retention 
rate of target group members fluctuates from one 
school syStem to another, questions arise abou{ 
differendiff^ih school systems which may account for 
the different retention rates. This project is designed 
to address that question by developing national 
estimates of. (a) the rates 'of school dropout/ 
completion and postsecondary attendance for the 
general population and for specific target groups, 
(b) the degree of variability among school systems in 
dropout rates and postsecondary attendance, (c) the 
groupmg of target and other students in different 
curriculums or programs, and (d) the underlying 
pohcies and practices associated with curriculums and 
programs. The educational attainments of targfet 
group and other student populations will then ^e 
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related to school cumcuHims and progi^ms (and their 
ttnderlying policies and prachces). ^ ' ' * 

7 Activities for FY 1977 - A data plan in preparation 
specifies the ^cope and magmtude of the study and 
makos prehnunary determinations of vnstrumenta-- 
tion, samphng, and other aspects of survey design 
Because the present study departs from previous 
inquipes^ of this nature, which fodused ^n the level'of 
resources schooiwide rather than on their organize" 
tion and how they affect specific students, a pil4l^ 
study of s«£ondary school system groupmg 
procedures and related practices is being developed 
and implemented during the year, ThiS pilot effort 
involves sd%o\ observations, development pf instru- 
ments, and speafications of sample and survey 
design 

Potential useft and uses^ of the data are being 
identified Concormtantly, actions are underway to , 
establish a technical advisory committee of repre- 
Isentatives trom associations co^erned with 
secondary school pohcy and pri^tioP^and a review 
committee composed of HEW staff. 



Plans for FY 1978 - NCES staff will analyzt the 
results of the pilot study and modify^survey design 
specifications accordingly. PUns for the large-scale 
survey will be completed fCfr implementation in 
fiscal year 1979 v 



Target Group Participation in Postsecondary 
Education 



field of study and degree plans vary by. 
" target ,grou^ -H^J do graduatp aflnd pro- 
fessional enroUmCRt ^ary-by targe^ group? 
What activiti€s occupy postsecondary enrollees'^ 
N6n^nrollfCs'> Are ^target groups members 
more isolated from faculty? Their fellaw 
, . stu^nts? Do tar^t group members in 
minonty-dQlninated institutions have more 
* leadership opportunities than in majority- 
dominated institutions they receive. 
' job counseling or career education? 
What forms of fimncial aid are known and avail- 
able and in what amount? How does finan- 
^ cial aid vary by target group'' 
What are , the attitudes toward postsecondary 
" education of the general population? How 
do edipcational attitujies and ^a^irations 
differ by target group'' 

The survey will 'provide a foundation .for a study 
series, repeated ^'''ff^t every two years to provide 
data on major and j^metgingjfends in postse'b^dary 
education at tlve individual level Selected questions 
will be included on a one-time basis as warran<fd by 
prevailing pohcy considerations 

Activities in' FY 1977 - Specific activities underway 
include a data plan which specifies tjie scope and 
magnitude of the study, design of an instrument and 
identification of data users! Members .from Federal 
agencies involved in postsecondary education are 
reviewing, advising, and working closely with NCES 
on the several-studies 



Plans for FY 1978 - Arrangements will made with 
the Bureau of the Census for including a supplement 
in Its October 1978 CPS. The data plan and final 
instrumentation will be completed in 1978. , 

* * 
Participation in Adult Education 



This study is designed to determine access and 
persistence in postsecdnda^ry educational institutions 
aiA to provide data on the chararteristics of partici- 
pants and nonparticipants in ^postsecondary i 
education It is the first jn a continuing series o#v 
target-group surveys and will utihze the existin^\ 
educationally oriented current population survey^J 
(CPS) of the Bureau of the Census In addition to 

demograpJhc, enrollment and educational attainmfn^__^ Through a bureau of the Census household suryiey , 

adnunistered triennially siiTt\l969, NCES monitors 
and reports on adult participation m education during 
the previous 12 monttis. Data are collected on the 
^ypds of activities in which adults participated, 
reasons for participatmg, degree of satisfaction with 
the activities, and basic demographic data such 
educational and occupational background, sex/age/ 
raaal/^thnic group, and veteran status 



data, the 1978 survey aviII focus on the foil 
issues 

attends postsecondary institutions? Who does 
nof^ Special attention 'will be given to the 
attendance of "target groups'* such as 
^women; racial, linguiaitip, and epinic nunori- 
ties, lower-incorpe groups; and central-aty 
and rural residents 
What are the attendance patterns with respect to 
persistence, intermittencc, dropping out, 
part-time or full-time *> How.does attendance 
vary by target group? How do persistence 
' . patterns varj' by target group'^ How dg 



Activities in FY 1977 

was published, 



A report of the 1975 survey 



Plana for 

istered: 



FY 1978 - The survey will be readmin 
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Institutional Data 

, Concamitajif witlr^lHe revisioji' and redcsifc of 
institutional- w a colic ctioif, NCES is developing st 
conriprehgisive'program^f ^ata coiIe6t4on to supply a 
6asic dore of institutional data .corqpatible ;yvith data 
describing individuals. The data collection will be 
conducted at several levels (institution^ district, State) 
and coordinated with information systems now being 
developed. Basic institutional trend *data essential to 
users of educatipn statistics will be-contmued, but the 
series is being ri^viewed in order to eliminate data 
^elements that are of lower priority, or are difficult to.* 
collect, or that need not be collected as frequently, 
^he program activities are reported under the follow- 
ing heidmgs 



Elementary-Secondary pducatioi;i 
Postsecondafy Educatioji 
Education Manpower 
Learning Resources 



Elemcntary^Secondary Education 

— implementation of a major, restructured d'at'a- 
collection program.^ in elementary -secondary 
educatiqn will provide information from the universe 
of school ' "districts on race/ethnic enrollraents^ 
finances, and staff of all public and nonpublic 
schools. The program will consist of a basic core of 
.institutional and ^articig^nt data designed to address 

, issues affecting government ahd education policy ^nd 
decision makers Data for the base ^re expected to be 

^* obtained almdSt entirely' from State education 
agencies without imposing an additional b\jfden on, 
local school systems. Projects are described under the 
following titles * » 

' Common Core of Data (CCDi^. 
« * Elementary-Secondary General information 
System (ELSEG«) ^ * 
LEA Finance Survey 
Nonpublic School Survey ^ ^ 
Federal Impact Aid on Lgcal School Systems 

Conllfcon Cort of Diti (CCD I) 

V- -A census of locai^chool systems, intermediate 
^ducational agcnaes,' «feii;^t ate -education agenaes 
isibeing planned for full-scale' implementation during 
the schoor year 1977-78. THis project, designed to 
ultimately replacer.the present elemehtary-sccondary 
general information* system* (ELSEGIS),* will provide 
information from the universe of school districts on 
fa?c, enrollments, staff< finances, and facilities of all 



public and nonpublic schools. Development of the 
data base design has almost' been completed. A 
-current feasibility study will (1) identify data- gaps 
between survey forms proposed for CCD' I and V' 
repprts^the States already require from their 
and (2) assess the comparability between CQD I and 
SEA terms and definitions.* - . 



Activities in FY 1977 - The data base design is being 
completed an^field tested to determine its feasibility 
Estimates of implementation cost. Automatft 
ta processing* requirements for developing and 
managing the data base are also being, Ascertained. 
Int^rage4||^ discussions among NCES, the Equal 
Employment Oppprturiity Commission, the Office - 
for Civil Rights, and the Bureau ^f the Census are 
identifyin'g data needs and^ determining which data 
needs can be incorporated into CCD. 

Plans for FY 1978 • Agreements will be negotiated 
wKh the State education agencies to produce data for 
local, intermediate, and State agencies. Assistance will 
be provided to State education agenaes to develop 
efficient systems to extract, compile, and transmit 
data needed for the eleinentary^econdlfWfessote. 



, Elementary^Secondary General Information System 

; ^ (ELSEGISX " • 

^-^Ij^ELSEGIS, initiated in 1969 and conducted 
annually, has beeA the primary instrument for acqui- 
sition ahd dissemination of basic data on pubhc 
elemejitary 4nd secondary education in the United 
States. aild outlying areasi ELSEGIS acquires data 
aggregated at the State level on pupils, staff, finances, 
and faculties in^ ^ubhc elententary and secondary 
.education., Data are obtained mainly through cost- 
sharing contracts with,State education agenaes which, 
actually carry out the data acquisition, editing, and , 
preparation. lV|ost*data are ottaimid from the State 
ageiTBtevbut in somj States (at their option) NCES 
collects the data directly from the school systems and 

' schools. Statistics (JoUected by the Burea\j of the 
Census and the Equal Employment Opportunity i 
^ Commission are also used in the ELSEGIS , data base. 
The ELSEGIS systetp will- be maintained until data ^ 
continuity under the common core of 'data (CCD I) 
'is^assured. - , - '* . 

* « 
Activitiefl in. FY 1977 - Data. on mimt^if of school 
districts, scfaapls^ pupils and; staff employed during 
the 1976-7^%Ghool year are beihg cOUedted. The 
following rep^s are be9lg issuedr" * , ' ^ 

tlevenuesa^d* Expenditures for Public Sphool 
^ Purposes, 1976 - * *| ^ 
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Statistics of StAte School Systems, 1974 
Bond Sales, r97 6 

Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary 

Day Schools, FaU 1976* 
Educatioji Directory. PubUc School Systems, 

1976-77 . 
Education Directory; State Education Agency \ 

Personnel, 1976-77 

Plins for FY 1978 - Similar data will-l^e collected for, 
the 1977-78 school year and ^ set of tublicatipns ^ 
Similar to those hsted for FY 1 977 will published 

• LEA Finance Survey. 

The annual survey of local pubhc school systems is 
conducted jointly by NCES and the Governments 
DiviM^ of the Bureau of the Census It provides data 
on receipts by source (including the distribution of 
Federal funds by major programs), and on expendi- 
tures by purpose Dat^ are collected by the Bureau of 
the Census on a report form developed jointly by the^ 
two agencies For most years, data are collected from 
a sample of approximately 6,11)0 local public school 
systems, for the census of ^vemments year, 

* FY 1977, i;overage will be 100 percent. It is antici- 
p'ated that the dommon qore of data will replace t*he 

. survey 

Activities in'FY 1977 - Datd for fiscal' years 1974 and 
197^ have been put into the EPST^T sys'tem A 
preliminary report containing summary data for 
FY 197 5^ IS being prepared in addition to a cqmpre- 
hen^ive report based on data for FY 1974 and 
\ FY \975 Data for FY 1976 are being collected. 

Plans for FY 1.978 - Data for FY 1976 will be put on 
EDSTAT One or more publications based on these 
data will be if leased. The data for FY 1977 will be 
collected by the Bureau of the Census from all LEAs 
inthe-U.s' 

Nonpublic Sohool Survey 



PUni for FY 1978 • This survey. will be implemented 
for the 1 977-78 school year 



Federal Impact Aid on Local School Systems 

The Congress expressed interest in 'a study of 
injpact aid including an, analysis of the economic 
ijjpact ^ the Federal presence on LEAs that receive 
impact (SAFA) aid. NCES prepared two reports on 
impact aid that were transmitted in August 1975. 
•Subsequently, NCES contracted for the design of 
an econometric model to provide estimates of the 
economic impact. A description of the model was 
sent to the chairmen of 'the cognizant commKtees 
fdr their consideration NCES plans to conduct this 
study if t-he Congress still wishes NCES to do so 



Postwcondary Education 

NCES maintains a basic set ^of statistics on the 
diverse institutions providing' * postsecondary 
education At the present time, the institutional data 
scries for postsecondary,^ education are being 
examined so that data needs can be balanced ,by 
requirements to reduce respondent burden. Con- 
certed efforts will be made to reduce the length of 
survey forms, to use sampling and to decrease the 
frequency of selected^ surveys where appropriate 
Future plans call for the development of a core 
design for postsecondary education. The, projects 
for 1977 and 1978 as described under the following 
headings ) 



J&ostsecondary Data Core Design 
: 'federal Component of the State Levels 
, InfarThation Base 
Higher Education G<eneralInformapon Survey 
(HEGIS) 

NoncoUegiate Postsecondary Education 
Adult Education Surveys 
Vocational Education Data System 



Little IS known about nonpublic schools in the 
United States, wh^h enroll an estimated 10 percent 
of the elementary-secondary school population 
NCES plans a recuiying suryey pf t\fh important 
sector of the elementary-secondary educational 
system This survey will gather census data on enroll- 
ments, staff, revenue?, and expendi^es 

Activities in FY 1977 - Data are being colTefCted and 
processed. The report will be available by the eo4 of 
the fiscal year. Plans are being formulated to updatt ' 
the data base for the 1 977-78 sohogl year. 



Postsecondary Data Core Design 

The design of a postsecondary common core will 
provide an orderly slpe dfication of data elements that 
are nee4ed on a recurrent basis, with identification of 
the quantification, definitil&n and likely aggregations 
and aoss-tabulations of elements. The fir&t steps in 
designing the common core of postsecondary data 
* require interactJon ^ ol reprcjfntative postsecondary 
I education groups, such as^Tnc portsecondary educa- 
tion policy committee . on information; the 
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participant states groi^ involved in the State-level 
information base project, fill Federal agenty com- 
mittee on State statistics, and the NCES review 
workgroup^ for the higher education general informa-' 
tion survey 

Activities in FY 1977 • A conference is planned, 
involving administrators', advisors, and consultants< 
of the venous gVoups cited above The conference is 
to be held at the same time ab the meetings planned 
* and conducted .by NCES and the National Centtr for 
Higher Education Management Systems oh*the State 
level information base project and with the State 
Higher Education Executive' Officers on the post-, 
secondary education network project Representa- 
tive^ of the latter groups are participating in 
discussions on developing a core design Major input 
for the conference will be the report of the HEW 
Secretary's interagency task force on the higher 
education reporting burden 



Plans for 1978 - The niajor focus will be on continued 
. progress toward coordination of State and Federal 
reports to reduce redundancy and to increase time- 
liness and quality of report data and on the develop- 
ment of steps toward design of a data core 



Federal Cow^joivnt of the State-Level Information 
Bisc 

f 

The National Center for Higher Education Manage- 
ment Systems (NCHEMS), with the support of the 

• W K Keltogg Foundation, initiated the development 
of the State-level information base (SLIB) project m 
1975 SLIB IS to provide data for making planning 
and management decisions about postsecondary 
education at the State level The testing o.f SLIB in 
five States has1)een a major activity? In 1976, NCES 
contracted with NCHEMS to mclude collection of 

- data about educational outcomes and adult/ 
* continuing education, test the project in two addi- 
tional States, and test SLIB at the Federal level 
After testing and refining SLIB, a series of training 
seminars on the uses of SLIB will be held for officials 
from the other States 

^Activities in FY 1977 • An assessment of Federal level 
data needs for postsecondary education planning is 
being conducted, plans for the expansion of pilot 
testing a^the State level are being developed, and 
training seminars are being designed. 

PUA. for^Y 1978 • Defmitional^inconsistenaes 
^42£>^ccn State and Federal data systems wi/ be 
identified and attempts made tp resolve these incon- 



sistenaes, SLIB will be tested in two additional 
States, cfat« collecU^ relating to educational out- 
comes -and to^ult/continuing education will be 
added to tjjo^ LIB- package » seminars, on the use of 
SLIB w)^ be conducted, and Recommendations will 
be made to NCES regarding chaji^es j,\rt data 
coUecti^ needed to facilitate integrati^Hi of State 
and p^eral data.collection. 



Higher Eclucatioli General Informatioji Survey 
(HEGIS) 

' The higher education* ^erteral information survey 
(HE(«iS) collects and disseminates data on the 
Nation's colleges and universities, including "com- 
munity and , other 2-year colleges Annual surveys 
^acquire basic information on tl\e i^umbers of students 
4nd selected* characteristics of institutions, students, 
staff, financial structure, and operations Recurrent 
data are also collected on libraries, physical facilities, 
and other educational activities that are not neces- 
sarily at a collegiate level All pubhc and indei}endent 
institutions of higher education in the United States, 
as defined in the Education Directory - Colleges and 
cniversitiesf are surveyed The governments fn 44 
States and the District of Columbia actively 
cooperate, with NCES in the HEGIS data collection 
In the other six States, NCES deals directly with ' 
institutions , ^ 

HEGIS data are used by States, higher education 
associations, policy-research agencies^ and by ..-^he 



institutions themselves for planing, develQ|)ment, 
and administration. 

A mijor planning activity for the future of HEGIS 
is in process. An NCES staff workgDS^^jip is ooriductmg 
an extensive review of HEGIS activities and, making 
recommendations concerning survey coverage and 
periodicity. 

ActWities in FY 1977 • The 1976-77 HEGIs'(HEGIS 
XI) includes surveys of: institutional characteristics, 
earned degrees,* fall enrollment, upper division and 
postbaccalaureate enrollment by degree fields 
finances, libraries, and faculty and administrator 
salaries and fringe benefits Also included is a 
national sample survey of 479 institutions to obta, 
information on non-credit continuing educa^ 
program offermgs. 

For the 'first time, raaal/ethnic-dat^ have been 
added to the HEGIS XI surveys Df earned degrees, 
and falPenroUment, thus incorporating data needs 
of the Office for Civil Rights and providing a more 
compete base of useful .inXormation for analysis 
and man^ement * . 

PUns for FY 1978 - Plans for HEGIS|X11 will be 
completed 



m 
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^ NoncoUegiate Postsecoj)^^ Education ^ 

In recent years, increasing attention has-been 
focused on noncoUegiate postsecondary schools. The 
career training provided by these instirutions is 
recognized as an important national isset and the 
production of skilled workers by these schor)ls is 
important in determining la^)Oi^, sqpply-denrand 
ratios Early in the 1970's NCES began a s?nes of 
surveys to learn more about •no4icollegitate« post- 
secondary schools, their occupational program 
offerings, and rheir students. NCES will^^irvey in 
1978 approximately 9,000 noncoUegiate post- 
secondary schools which will provide the information 
for a directory of noncollfegiate postsecondary 
schools and a report on enrollments and programs, in 
the schools Data collected will include enrollments 
and programs by ^leld, duration, staff, and fees 
Enrollment i^ata mclude sex, fuW;and part -time slat us, 
and completers and leavers ^ 

Activtttes in FY 1977 - The Directory of Post- 
. secondary Schools with Occuf^twnal Programs, 
1^75-76 has been pubhshed The report on the 
1975-76 programs and .enrollments wTiU be published 
by the end of the fiscal year 

PUns for FY 1978 • The survey for the 197^-78. pro- 
grams and enrollments will be conducted 



Adult Education Surveys 

WES periodically surveys in^itutions and schools 
to determine the extent of program offenngs for 
idults. Dat^ are also collected oti enrollment, staff, 
and fees "Recent surveys have been administered to 
colleges and universities, correspondence schools, and 
to the Stages 

Activities in FY-'l977 • Information from a survey of 
educational programs ^or' adults in coU6ges and uni- 
versities, l,975-76, is^ behi^ processed and analytical 
tables are being developed A report is being com- 
pleted on programs offered by correspondence 
schools. ^ 

, Plan8«for FY 1978 - -The reporfon the '1975-76 
college and university survey will be completed. A 
compilation of 1977 Stat€i reports on adult basic 
Sedu#ation will also be completed 




itional Education Data System 



The EducatlSi Ame^ndments of -1996 require that' 
NCES develdp a data infownarign system on enroll- 



ments, programs, staff, faalities» and expenditures 
for ' vocational education activities Once imple- 
mented, the system will be updated as required 

Activities in FY 1977 - The basic system will be 
designed cooperatively with concerned national and 
State leaders of vorcSfional education Training 
sessions will be cbnducted to prepare the States for 
the rcpcrrting 

Plans for FY 1978 • The system vC^ill be in operation 
for the first year. Refinements will be introduced and 
additional instructions provided 

Education Manpower ^ 

Training, work situation, and job jnarkets for 
teachers are all undergoing major changes The 
Education Amendments of 1976 mandate NCES t6 
conduct recurring surveys on supply of and demand 
for educational personnel In fiscal yjears .1977 and 
1978, the NCES program - will begjn a sustained 
eff9rt to supply data for monitoring trends A 
series* of st;udie^s» required before supply and demand 
can be measured 

NCES currently has underway studies to providp 
so^ne of the data needed' on teacher^ supply The 
studies of preservice education and recent college 
graduates will provide part of tHe information needed 
for teacher supply In a^ldition, NCES plans in fiscal 
year 1978 to conduct a study of the reserve supply 
of teachers to fill a long-standing need for irifgrma- 
on the current size of the reserve pool National 
data on the demand for education personnel by 
teaching field (To not exist and studies will be 
•designed to provide th^^ information Steps are being 
taken in fiscal year 1977 leading to a recurring survey 
design to be implemented in fiscal years 1978 and 
1979 ' ' 

Three studies of teacher collective bargaining arc 
in pTQcess on the numbers of teacher collective- 
bargaining agreements, .teacher work stoppages, and 
development of a teacher collective-bargaining 
information system. ' ' 

NCES* activities include the following surveys. 

Recent College Graduates and Additions to 
Teacher Supply 
Reserve Supply of Teachers 
Teacher Demand 

Preservice Preparation of Teachers 
Inscrvice Teacher Education ^ A 
Teacher Collective Bargain m£ 



Recent College Graduates and Additions to 
. Teacher Supply 

This is a recurring survey of the employment and 
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education experience of recent college graduates, 
with special emphasis on additions to the supply of 
teachers^'The study wiir focus on the' number of 
recent graduates added to the teacher supply and 
their area bf specialization, such as special education, 
vocational education, soaal saences, etc 

Activities in FY 1977 • Qata collection of 1974.75 
grddua'tes is confplete 
spring 1 ^77 



Results w'l 
J 



be available fn 



Plans for FY 197^ • Developmenul worjc wMl begin 
tor a 'Similar suiYey o\ 



Ljr^y - 

' surveyed in spring !v''8 



1*^76-77 graduates to be 



Reserve Siipply of Teachers 

^ \ ijrgely unexplored taster in assessing teachar 
supply IS the resrr\e pool* A rrailonal sample of 
qualified teachers who have taught but are no longer 
teaching of have nqver taughr will be c(>ntacted tQ 
assess their numbers, characteristics, and the likeli- 
hood o\ reentering the teaching jolb market 

Activities in FY 1977 - Developmental work is under- 
way tor a national household survey 

Plarfs for FY 1978 • Data collection and analysis v^U 
be carried out 

Teacher Demand * 

Data on demand for teachers by teaching field has 
been a vital missing element in efforts to model 
supply/demand A national samj^le of newly hired 
pubhc school teachers will*be surveyed. to determine 
the tields that needed teadiers in the fall of 1976 ^ 

Actnriifics in FY 1977 • Data arc being cojlected. 



Plan|^for FY 1978*^ Data analysis and report prepara- 
tion will be conducted 



Preservice Preparation of Teachecs 

Data were collected from^'a national sample of 
faculty; students, and administrators in teacher- 
training institutiortPin the spring of 1976 to provide 
comprehensive information on the condition of and 
changes in preservice teacher preparation ^ 



Activities in FY 1977 - Data analysis will be com- 
pleted by the end of the fiscal year A series *of 
reports will be prepared and disseminated on key 
topic^ including 



Highlights • National Survey of the Preservice 
4(Karation of Teachers* 

Basenne ^ata on Teacher Supply ' %^ 

Perspectives on Preservice Progranis 

Costs and Financing-. Including Federal Aid 



Inserrice Teacher Education 

«> 

The current surplus of teachers and the accom- 
panying r'eduction of the teacher turnover rafC have 
prompted a rerje^wed interest in staff development 
programs NC I S and Teacher Corps conducted a 
study ot inservice education to explore (he practfces 
and problems in mservicct teacher education The 
major tasks were ^(1) a review ot currertt literature, 
(2) the writing of position papers on conterriporary 
issues. (3) an analysis of user needs based cm'mter- 
views with potential users of the data " 



Activities in FY 1977 - Reports will be issued 



Teacher Collective Bargaining 

Itiacher unions and tearhgr collective bargainuig 
have become familiar fc^ifees of the educatfpnal 
scene in many parts of'(l?e country Although it is 
not widely recognized, currently the number of 
work days lost because of vuork stoppages is higher 
m the fiejd of education than in any other occupation v- 
in the pubhd sector 

Activities in FY 1977 - NCES is working with the 
Bureau of the Census through us annual stirvc^ of 
government'emplaymcnt to insure that adequate and 
timely data on the status and characteristics of 
teacher collective-bargaining a|reements arc available 
These data should be avaiiable^.ftyr Analysis by fall 
1977 In adfTition, NCES re sponsoring work on 
development of a hjodcl teacher collective bargaining* 
information system for use by all parties engaged in 
collective bargaining and negotiations a^ the local 
level While data, to imftjemcnt the information 
system at the, focal level must be assembled by the 
inter^ted pa'rties, NCES will'protide the rpoctel tp 
facilitate use df the data. 



Learnfng Resources 



Libraries, media centers, and educational tech- 
nology are major resources' designed to facilitate 
learning and acquisition of knowledge 

Projects include 

Library General Information Survey 
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Educatiooal Broadcaking 
Use of Television an/d Other Technol6gy , 
in the Pubbc Schools 



Library GeneraMnformation Survey ^ k 

the Federal Government has cblletted and 
reported statistics on pubbc • bbraries *anii academic ^ 
bbra^ for nearly 1 1 0 years,^and for school libraries/ 
media centers for about hatf that time .From;hc mjd- 
1960's .to mid-1970's, /JCES c6nductfc(i separate ^ 
surveys for elementary and secondary school libraries , 
college and university iibrai;res, and pubbc libraries' 
In the early^ j970's. NCJ&S made a number of^re- 
bnijnary studies to provide a, foundation for con- 
ductin'g a series of systematfc sufveys of all ti'pcs.of 
UbraYies^ throughout the United Jtates - The 
preliminary studies established the feasibibty of using 
a core vocabulary (identical terms and concepts) for . 
all libraries, ' and produced a workable set of 
cooperative arrangements with State agencies for 
collecting and^re-editing data. 

, ' ^The' library general information survey (LIBGIS), 
'was initiated in fiscal year 4974 LIBGIS I collected 
data on public libraries,^ pulflic schoo4 hbranes/niedia 
centers, and a)U6ge and university libraries. LIB6IS 
II sujveyed collegeiand university libraries* State and 
speciaj bbrtirfes in State govern,mtnts and in^ 
conrrnier/e and industry. Data in each of the surveys 
included inforn^ation on print and nonprint mat^ials, . 
expenditures, staffing, physical rfaabties, service 
3clivilies, and hours of services 

Activities in FY. 1977 - Pre bnunaryrre ports of LIBGIS 
il turvhys are'^being prepared. The survey of bbrary ^ 
cooperatives, consortia and networks is ^being 
designed and the universe -defined. III IS 

uncferway and includes the survey of college and 
university bbraries, ^ the pubbc Hbrary surSfey, and 
the survey of special bbraries in the Federal govern- 
ment. 

Plans for 1978 - LIBGIS IV wiU be operational and 
plans for LIBG4S V will be completed. 



Edp^cational Broadcasting: Public Tekvision 
and Radio* 

Since 'l570, NCfefT^nd "the Corporation for Public ' 
Broadcastjitg (CPB) 'have cosponsored a data- 
collection program pertaining to pubbc television and 
rai^io ^ Information collected Irom -the jointly 
sponsored NCES/CPB project obtains Basictiata fro'm 
nonpommeraal broadcasting stations on finances, 
staffing^ scheduling, production, broadcaeting, and . 
progteming for^an entuc fiscal year of statibn and 
Jicensee operation Currently, NCES *and (5PB are 
cooperating on a FY 1976 survey of public television^ 
*and radf^ ' - 

m 

Activities in FY 1977 - Final repeats from the 1976 
surveys are being prepared on public television, CP B- 
qualified radio stations and on the status of pubbc 
broadcasting ^ 

U - ' ■ • 

Use of Television and Other Technology |a the 
Public Schools 

NCES-and.CPB are cosppnsoring a study to obtain' 
information about (^e availability and utilization of 
television and other communications technology in 
public elementary and secondary schools. FiU^ings 
will be used by the Division oC Educational Tech- 
nology in the Office of Education and by CPB to 
assess the support and development required to 
build and, maintain educational pubbc television as 
mandated by Ihe Comrnunications Act of 1934, 
Title JII, "as 'amended. Part 11, Grants for Non- 
Commerical Educational Broadcasting Facilities. 
CPB, The study also provides information for 
determining ^J>e nature and scope of new television^ 
progranning, authonzed uiner Title III. ESAA, 
Section 71 L ' ? 



Activities in FY 1977 • The'suryey is being designed, 
developed, and c^ndCicted » 



Plans for FY 1978 • The final repprt wiU be prepa 
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Analysis 

Branch 



LeaSiing 

Re»our^es 
Bran(.h 



Adult /and 
Vo(.ati(>nai 
^rveys and 
5t udtes 
Branch 



r 



Loitt'iudinal 
St Ud ICS 

Branch 



Disnwon of 
Statistical 
Services 



f-duLational 
'Indicators A 
I nreiitn 
Statistics 
Branch 



federal SiMe 

( oordm^tion 
Braneh 



I ducational 
Assessrrvent 
Branch 



Statistiol 
Information 
Branch 



horms 
Management k 

Publications 
* Branch 



Syttents 
Branch ^ 



D 



ERIC *^ 
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APPENDIX B 

NCES Activities: Esrimated Costs for Fiscal Years 1977 and 1978 



A Statistical Sefvices 

1 ^ Assistance 

2 Analysis 

3 Dissemination 

5 Education Statistics 
Totil 



Budget line items * 1977 



26 



1978 



Ertimtte . . 'Estinute 



S 3,918,000 - • J 6,162,000 

',000 



2,040,000 

'•'''3,000 ^ , ■ 1,900,000 

■ '-^58,000 ^ . 2,162.000 

$12.000,60<l $15,940,000 

•i \ ■ 



} 



t 



